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Housing Committee Public Hearing

H.B. No. 5372 AAC ACCESSIBLE HOUSING

SUPPORT- CACIL and the disability community strongly supports a
property tax exception for increased decessibility and Visitability in
new housing. We believe that three (3) features make homes more
accessible to everyone.

® One (1) zero step entrance (could be through a garage)
® Wider hallways and doorways

Doorways- 327 of unobstructed passage
Hallways- 42 optimum
e One bath on the main floor with room for a wheelchair

HB 5372 will provide the incentive of a property tax exemption to
developers to build ACCESSIBLE and VISITABLE housing.
Municipalities would be reimbursed by a state grant in lieu of taxes.

Most existing and new housing, even in the wealthiest nations, lack basic
accessible features unless the designated, immediate occupant of a home
currently has a disability. However, there are some initiatives to change
typical residential practices so that new homes incorporate basic access
features such as zero-step entries and door widths adequate for
wheelchairs to pass through.

Great Britain applies the most widespread application of home access to
date. In 1999, Parliament passed Section M, an amendment to residential
building regulations requiring basic access in all new homes. In the United
States, the 1988 Amendments to the Fajr Housing Act added people with
disabilities, as well as familial status, to the classes already protected by



law from discrimination (race, color, gender, religion, creed, and country of origin). Among the
protection for people with disabilities in the 1988 Amendments are seven construction
requirements for all multifamily buildings of more than four units first occupied after March 13,
1991. These seven requirements are as follows:

An accessible building entrance on an accessible route,

Accessible common and public use areas,

Doors usable by a person in a wheelchair,

Accessible route into and through the dwelling unit,

Light switches, electrical outlets, thermostats and other environmental controls in
accessible locations,

Reinforced walls in bathrooms for later installation of grab bars, and

Usable kitchens and bathrooms.
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Access is typically defined within the limits of what a person sitting in a wheelchair is able to
reach with arm movement only, with minimal shifting of the legs and torso. Lighting and
thermostat controls should not be above and power outlets should not be below the reach of a
person in a wheelchair.

Sinks and cooking areas typically need to be designed without cupboards below them, to permit
the legs of the wheelchair user to roll underneath, and countertops may be of reduced height to
accommodate a sitting rather than standing user. In some cases two food preparation areas may
be combined into a single kitchen to permit both standing and wheelchair users.

In spite of these advancements, the housing types where most people in the United States reside
—single-family homes——are not covered by the Americans with Disabilities Act, the Fair
Housing Act, or any other federal law with the exception of the small percentage of publicly-
funded homes impacted by Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. As a result, the great majority
of new single-family homes replicate the barriers in existing homes.

The broad concept of Universal Design is relevant to housing, as it is to all aspects of the built
environment. Furthermore, a Visitability movement begun by grass roots disability advocates in
the 1980s focuses specifically on changing construction practices in new housing. This
movement, a network of interested people working in their locales, works on educating, passing
laws, and spurring voluntary home access initiatives with the intention that basic access become
a routine part of new home construction.



